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Real Love Means Real Sacrifice 
	

This is how we’ve come to understand and experience love: Christ 
sacrificed his life for us. This is why we ought to live sacrificially 
for others.             1 John 3:16 (MSG) 
 
 

We sacrifice for what we love and value. 
 
 

Some things may be lesser pursuits. 
  
 
 

1. We sacrifice for our country as it promotes liberty and 
justice. 
 
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord 
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom 
for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners.  

Isaiah 61:1  
 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I 
delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to 
the nations. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering 
wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth 
justice.        Isaiah 42:1, 3 
 
 
 

2. We sacrifice for the family God gives us. 
 
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  

Ephesians 5:21  
 

Husbands, Wives, Children, Parents 
 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her...             Ephesians 5:25  

 

3. Our sacrifice is nothing compared to Christ’s. 
 
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before him, endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition 
from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

Hebrews 12:2-3  
 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us…For if, while we were 
God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death 
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we 
be saved through his life!               Romans 5:8, 10  
 
 
 

4. We sacrifice for the God who loved us first. 
 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.  

Romans 12:1  
 
The world was not worthy of them.                     Hebrews 11:38a  
 
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me…Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me. 
 

Matthew 25:35-36, 40  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All verses NIV unless otherwise indicated. 


